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The world of evidence is shifting …

•From assertion to stories and explanation

•From supply to demand, and towards …

•More experiments

•More real time data embedded in collective intelligence

•More focus on absorptive capacity



Supply to demand 

(with standards)



Analysis of official statistics

Analysis of existing survey data

Analysis of administrative data

Analysis of secondary 

qualitative data

Archival research

Action research 

Behavioural research

Big data analytics

Case study

Case-control 

studies

Case crossover studies

Cohort study

Cross-sectional research

Child-led research

Convergent designs

Content analysis

Comparative research Collaborative action 

research 

Consumer satisfaction

Contribution analysis

Cost-benefit analysis

Delphi survey

Deliberative evaluation 

processes 

Discourse analysis

Descriptive research

Difference-in-differences 

Emancipatory research

Documentary research

Explanatory research & causal analysis

Embedded designs

Hypothesis testing research

Instrumental variables

Ethnographic studies

Focus groups

Meta-analysis

Qualitative comparative 

analysis

Theory of change methods

Multiphase designs

Systematic review

Multiple regression

Panel survey

Realist evaluation

Online ethnography

Qualitative longitudinal 

research

Simulation modelling

Paired comparison 

research

Twin studies

Regression discontinuity

Parallel designs

Narrative syntheses

Policy evaluation

Participatory action 

research

Online experimental research

Secondary 

analysis

Risk assessment

Neuroscience 

studies

Theory-based 

evaluation

Survey research

Online qualitative 

fieldwork

Randomised controlled trials 

Operational research

Time trend studies

Rapid evidence 

assessment

Process evaluation

Nested case-control study

Regulatory impact assessments

Pilot Study

Social network analysis



90% of evidence is not the 
evidence …

…but the implementation, 
adaptation and learning





Nesta’s standards of 

evidence - for evidence of 

impact
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Experiment





Use of RCTs increasing around the world

Health

JPAL, IPA, World 
Bank, Oxfam…

Development

20+ Basic 
income 
experiments

Social Experimentation

Harvard EdLabs, UK 
Education 
Endowment 
Foundation, Nesta

Education

12 governments pooling 

resources in RCTs





Occasional to real 

time - embedded in 

collective intelligence





Intelligence Assemblies



Google Maps = 

Google 

+ Where 2 Technologies 

+  Keyhole 

+ ZipDash

+ Google Maps API 

+ Vutool

+ iPhone loading

+ Google Map Maker….





DISEASE 
OUTBREAK 

PREDICTION

Machine Learning

Epidemiology

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN MEDICAL EPIDEMIOLOGY



PathoMap was a 

research project to 
study the microbiome 

and metagenome of 

the built environment 
of NYC.

PathoMap has now 

expanded into a 
global study called 

MetaSUB.

PathoMap







• Stakeholders publish facts/ data (inc 
ministries) 

• Published on Wikipedia timeline

• Large scale deliberation

Government / 
parliament enacts / 

legislates

New models of policy making vTaiwan



Absorptive capacity 

(or why skills and 

capacity matter)



The universal lesson of learning

All new knowledge has to be 
integrated into an existing 

structure of knowledge



The world of evidence is fighting a war against enemies, but 

also shifting …

• To stories as well as data

• From supply to demand

• To more experiments

• More real time data embedded in collective intelligence

• More focus on absorptive capacity



Gracies/Gracias!


